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Two different
lives reunited
Sisters find
each other
after 55 years

NEW HAPPINESS Helen Edwards’ childhood was a difficult one

N ew s

T
WO long-lost sisters have
been reunited after 55 years
of living completely opposite
lives.

Jenny Lucas enjoyed a privileged up-
bringing which saw her rise to become
the Women’s Open Golf Champion, while
sister Helen Edwards grew up suffering at
the hands of a violent father.

Jenny, better known as Women’s Open
Golf champion Jenny Lee Smith, enjoyed
a blissful childhood in Jesmond, New-
castle, with her adoptive parents, Connie
and Sidney.

Sent to the prestigious Church High
School, Jenny, now 63, spent the first 14
years of her life unaware that she was
adopted. Meanwhile, Helen was enduring
a troubled life with parents Mercia and
Tommy Lumsden which saw her move

from house to house around the North
East before they eventually left to live in
South Africa.

The 61-year-old, now of Morpeth,
Northumberland, was entirely oblivious
of the existence of her older sister,
J e n n y.

She said: “At this time I didn’t have a
clue about Jenny, I went through life
completely oblivious. I had a difficult
childhood of disappointment, heart-
break and violence.”

When her sister Jenny was 14 a heated
argument with a cousin led to her dis-
covering that she was adopted.

To avoid upsetting her adopted moth-

er, Jenny waited until 1981 to pursue her
birth family by applying for a copy of her
original birth certificate.

Jenny, who paved the way for women
golfers after winning the inaugural Brit-
ish Women’s Open in 1976, said: “I was
living in Cramlington at the time and I
got the address I thought was my moth-
er’s just a matter of miles away in Seghill.
I went knocking on doors and found a
lady who was my mother’s sister.

“She told me my mother lived in North
Shields and offered to phone her but she
basically didn’t want anything to do with
it. I asked about my father, Wilfred Har-
rison, and my aunt said he was no longer
here. But I learned much later on that this
wasn’t the case and he was still alive at the
time so I missed out on the chance of
meeting him.”

Feeling rejected by her birth family,
Jenny put aside her curiosity for a num-
ber of years. She moved to Kent and then
to Florida with her husband, Sam, and
three children.

On a trip to the North East for a friend’s
wedding in 2003 Jenny managed to track
down her birth mother and learned that
she had a sister.

The sisters made contact for the first
time in 2006 and have now had their
relationship confirmed by a DNA test.

DELIGHT Helen has been
reunited with her sister, Jenny
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WIN A 10%WIN A 10%
DEPOSIT
on a new home up to the value of  £274,995

The Journal and 
Dunelm Homes are 
giving readers the 
chance to win a once 
in a lifetime prize.

One lucky reader will win 
a 10% house deposit to 
use on any property 
across the Dunelm 
Homes collection up to 
the value of £274,995.
 If you�re a first time 
buyer then you could 
choose from a spacious 
two bedroom apartment 
or if your family is 
continuing to grow then a 
four bedroom detached 
house may be your 
choice.
 Even if you are looking 
to downsize then a 
three-bedroom house 
could be perfect.
 To fine out further 
details on the Dunelm 
Homes developments 
across the region you can 
choose from simply visit 
www.journallive.co.uk/h
ouse

How to Enter
For your chance to win 
this incredible prize you 
simply need to build your 

own home by using the 
grid we printed in paper 
on Saturday, March 3, 
2012. 
Don�t worry if you missed 
Saturday�s Journal you 
can still get hold of a 
home grid by phoning 
0500 444 388 or visiting 
one of Dunelm Homes� 
show homes. 
 In The Journal every 
day we will be printing a 
different element of the 
house. 
 We will be printing 
bricks, windows, the roof 
and a door across a 
four-week period. The 
final part of your home 

will be printed in The 
Journal on Friday, March 
30, 2012 along with the 
details on where to send 
your completed house.
 You can also get a 
bonus brick
by visiting the Dunelm 
Homes facebook page at 
www.facebook.co.uk/dun
elmhomes
 For full terms and 
conditions and more 
information on Dunelm 
Homes please visit 
www.journallive.co.uk/house
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