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AS H I N GTO N : TWO men
have been charged with
burglary and a stolen boiler
and copper piping recovered
after a break-in at a flat in
Winchester Close at the
weekend.

The theft of the boiler
resulted in flooding damage
to the property. Police
officers arrested two men
and recovered the stolen
goods at an address in
Canterbury Close.

They are Jonathan Andrew
Watson, 21, of no fixed
address, and Darren
Raymond Dodd, 21, of
Canterbury Close, North
Seaton.
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N EWCAST L E : A TEENAGE
boy has been questioned
over damage to the Sports
Direct sign at St James Park.

Police investigating the
vandalism at Newcastle
United’s ground and at the
Sports Direct store in Eldon
Square last Thursday night
arrested the 16-year-old on
Sunday. He was questioned
on suspicion of criminal
damage before being released
on bail.

Trouble broke out at the
reserve team derby between
Newcastle and Sunderland
at St James’ Park and the
shop was damaged later.
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HEATON: A MAN was left
with a fractured eye socket
following a violent attack.

At 11.55pm on Sunday
police received a report that
a man had been assaulted at
a home in Hotspur Street in
Heaton, Newcastle.

The 53-year-old was taken
to hospital for treatment and
a 35-year-old man has been
arrested on suspicion of
assault. Witnesses call
Northumbria Police on 101.
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TRACKING down her
long-lost sister became
Jenny Lucas’ aim in life.

When the former Women’s
Open Golf champion found
out she had a younger sibling,
she set her sights on tracking
her down.

As reported in yesterday’s
Chronicle, Jenny who was bet-
ter known as Jenny Lee Smith,
was reunited with long-lost
sister Helen Edwards after 55
years apart. But it was quite a
task to find her.

Following the short-lived re-
union with her birth mum,
Mercia Lumsden, in 2003 be-
fore she passed away, Jenny
was determined to find Helen,
who she thought was her
h a l f - s i s t e r.

In 2005 Newcastle-born
Jenny, moved back to England
after a stint living in Florida
and she instantly got the ball
rolling in tracing Helen.

A message posted on the
Friends Reunited website soon
saw a cousin get in touch and
Jenny learned that not only did
she have a sister but a brother
called George, who had died
some years earlier.

At this time Helen was living
in Texas with her husband,
Dennis, completely unaware
of Jenny’s existence, but all
that changed late one night
when she opened up an email
revealing that she had a
h a l f - s i s t e r.

Helen, a retired nurse, said:
“When I read the email from
Jenny telling me she was my
half-sister, I just couldn’t be-
lieve it. It was a complete
bombshell.

“The revelations that have
come out since then are un-
believable. We’re so alike in so
many ways, it’s remarkable.”

An instant bond was struck
between the pair and over
emails they became closer and
closer until the day they met
for an emotional reunion

upon Helen’s return from the
United States to England.

Helen, who is mum to Bruce,
41, and Debra, 38, said: “It was
unbelievable. It was like we
had known each other for ever.
There was no hesitation, noth-
ing to indicate we were
strangers.

“I think deep down we have
known about each other all our
lives.”

The sisters decided to do a
DNA test and it revealed they
were 99.97% sisters, which
meant the man Helen had been
calling dad all her life wasn’t
her birth dad and she, like
Jenny, had missed out on the
chance to meet her father, Wil-
fred Harrison.

Since being reunited Jenny
and Helen are in constant con-
tact and are still enjoying dis-
covering things about each
other during their lengthy
catch-ups, which have un-
earthed some “spooky” coin-
cidences.

British Open golf champion
Jenny said: “I’ve had back
problems for years and I’ve
had numerous surgeries on it
at the Nuffield Hospital by a
consultant who Helen worked
alongside at the time when I
would have been in there.

“It’s spooky the things we are
finding out.”

Now, the sisters are in the
process of getting a book of
their journey to discovering
each other published, under
the working title Daughters
of Deceit.

Helen, 61, of Mor-
peth, Northumber-
land, said: “When all
this happened we
thought we really
had to write it
down, so we did.
Jenny wrote her

story and I wrote mine. It was
just meant for us and our fam-
ilies, and when we put it to-
gether it was just remarkable,
such a powerful story.

“We both felt very strongly
that it wasn’t a story of misery,
but a joyful one and a cel-
ebration of us finding each
o t h e r. ”

Jenny added: “We de-
cided to bring in a
ghostwriter and she
was blown away by
our story. She’s
done a fantastic
job and the
book is with
the agent
now so we’re
just trying to
find a pub-
l i s h e r. ”

� To find
out details
of when
Daughters
of Deceit
will be
available to
buy, visit
Helen and
Jenny’s website
which will be go-
ing live this week
at www.helenand-
j e n n y. c o . u k
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UNITED
Jenny Lee Smith,

left, with long-lost
sister Helen,

above

‘Spooky’ discoveries
lead to new book
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