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8 » Smarter for 10

12 » My Life

22&23 » Fe e d b a c k

25 » What’s On

30&31 » Remember When

32&33 » Family Notices

34 » We a t h e r

35 » Ce l e b r a t i o n s

42 » Sport

Ed i t o r Darren Thwaites
0191 201 6231
News desk 0191 201 6446
Picture editor Nigel Dobson
0191 201 6125
Sports editor Kevin Dinsdale
0191 201 6113
Features and letters Angela
Upex 0191 201 6132
Newspaper sales and home
delivered copies
0500 444 388
Subscriptions 0191 201 6491
Advertising manager
(field sales) 0191 201 6296
Photosales 0191 201 6001,
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WORKING FOR YOU
» Meet Ruth Lawson, she's our reporter on your
streets. Ruth covers the Gosforth,
Kenton, Coxlodge and Fawdon areas of
Newcastle. If you've any news from those areas
give Ruth a call on 0191 201 6344 or
e-mail her at ruth.lawson@ncjmedia.co.uk

ONLINE

Log on to ChronicleLive today for all your
latest North East news or simply use the
qr code right, to quickly navigate there on
your smartphone.
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Get Chronicle on your mobile by texting
chronicle to: 67800

MOBILE

Evening Chronicle, Groat Market, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE1 1ED
Editorial: 0191 201 6446 Advertising: 0191 201 6451
Email: ec.news@ncjmedia.co.uk e c . s p o r t @ n c j m e d i a .c o .u k
Price: 45 p

Like us on Facebook
w w w .f a c e b o o k .c o m /e v e n i n g c h r o n i c l e

Follow us on twitter
@EveningChron @ChronicleNUFC
@ C h r o n i c l e SA FC

»
»

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
AT the Evening Chronicle, we pride ourselves in
journalism that is honest, accurate and fair.
Our journalists adhere to the Editors Code of Practice,
which sets the benchmark for high professional standards
and is enforced by the Press Complaints Commission.
If we do slip up, we promise to set the record straight on
this page in a clear, no-nonsense manner.
To ask for an inaccuracy to be corrected, phone 0191 201
6446, email darren.thwaites@ncjmedia.co.uk or write to
Darren Thwaites, Editor, Evening Chronicle, Groat Market,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1ED.

» The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) is the inde-
pendent body which governs the newspaper industry.
The Code of Practice and details of how to lodge a com-
plaint are available from Halton House, 20/23 High Hol-
born, EC1N 2JD. Website www.pcc.org.uk or email
complaints@pcc.org.uk. Telephone 020 7831 0022.
Helpline: 0845 600 2757.

������	������

 ��������
��������������� �������������

���������� “At this time I didn’t have
a clue about Jenny, I went
through life completely ob-
livious.”

In 1975 Jenny’s intrigue in-
to her birth par-
ents was
sparked once
again when it
became possible
for adopted
children to ap-
ply for a copy of
their original
birth certificates
but she held
back until 1981
before she
plucked up the
courage to apply
for hers.

Jenny, who paved the way
for women golfers after win-
ning the inaugural British
Women’s Open in 1976, said:
“I had a wonderful child-
hood and wonderful parents
but there was also always
something missing so I ap-
plied for my birth certific-
ate.

“I was living in Cram-
lington at the time and I got
the address I thought was
my mother’s just a mat-
ter of miles away in
Seghill.

“I went knocking
on doors and found a
lady who was a my
mother’s sister. She
told me my mother
lived in North
Shields and offered to
phone her but she ba-
sically didn’t want
anything to do with it.

“I asked about my fath-
er, Wilfred Harrison,
and my aunt said he
was no longer here but I
learned much later on
that this wasn’t the case
and he was still alive at the
time so I missed out on the
chance of meeting him.”

She left with some pic-
tures of her mum but an
overwhelming sense of
rejection saw her take a
step back from trying to

chase down the women who
gave her up as a baby.

Within the years that fol-
lowed she moved to Kent
and then to Florida with her

husband, Sam,
who now have
three children;
Katie, 22, Ben,
20, and Josh,
18.

A return trip
to the North
East for a
friend’s wed-
ding in 2003 ig-
nited Jenny’s
interest once
again after a
cousin had

managed to trace another ad-
dress for Mercia in
Whitley Bay,
North Tyneside.

After pluck-
ing up the
courage to

turn up on her doorstep she
was welcomed with open
arms by her birth mum but
Jenny still felt something was
missing.

“She was very uneasy
when I was there and then
she said her daughter would
be home soon and if she did
come back I wasn’t to say
anything about who I was.

“Helen didn’t come back
so we got a few pictures
together and I left. That was
in the August and in the
October I learned she had
died so it seems like it was
meant to be.”

Jenny would like to thank
Wendy and Edd Ferguson for
their help.

�Don’t miss
tomorrow’s Chron-
icle for more of the
sisters’ saga.

FOR 55 years they led
very different lives, not
knowing the other exis-
ted.

One grew up with a
loving adoptive fam-
ily who encour-
aged her to go
on to become

Britain’s greatest woman
g o l f e r.

The other stayed with her
natural family and had a tor-
mented start, suffering at the

hands of her
f a t h e r.

But now, long lost sisters
Jenny Lucas and Helen Ed-
wards have been reunited
after Jenny turned DIY de-
tective to seek out the sister
she lived without for dec-
ades

Jenny, better
known as Wo-
men’s Open Golf
champion Jenny
Lee Smith, lived
the first 14 years
of life in blissful
ignorance that
her loving par-
ents, Connie
and Sidney,
weren’t her birth mum and
dad.

Growing up in Jesmond,
Newcastle, and attending
Church High School she
showed her sporting poten-
tial from an early age and

received much encourage-
ment from her parents.

But a heated argument with
one of her cousins saw the
world she thought she knew
crash down around her.

The 63-year-old, who now
lives in Kent,
said: “I found
out I was adop-
ted when I was
14 through an
argument with
my cousins.

“I was sticking
up for three of
the girls when
the older one

turned around and said ‘I
don’t know why you are en-
tering into this, you’re not
even part of this family’.

“I was devastated. My fath-
er had died when I was 12
and when I tried to speak to
my mother about it she just
didn’t want to talk about it. It
was a taboo subject.”

Determined not to upset the
woman who had given her a
perfect start to life, Jenny
agreed not to pursue the is-
sue.

Meanwhile, Helen was en-
during a troubled life with
parents Mercia and Tommy
Lumsden which saw her
move from house to house
around the North East be-
fore they eventually left to
live in South Africa.

The 61-year-old, now
of Morpeth, Northum-
berland, said: “I had a
difficult childhood of
disappointment, heart-
break and violence.

“We moved around a
lot and ended up in
South Africa.

“It was my father who
was violent, he had a very

volatile temper and used
to explode at the slightest
thing.

“I think as a child you
don’t realise you’re having a
difficult childhood because
you just think it’s normal.
It’s not until you get older
that you realise.

1962 - Jenny discovers
from a cousin that she is
adopted
1971 - Helen’s stepfather,
who she believed was
her birth father, dies in
South Africa
1981 - Jenny applies for a
copy of her original birth
certificate which reveals
the identity of her birth
mother as Mercia Lums-
den. She attempts to
track her down and
eventually finds an aunt
who tells her that her
father, Wilfred Harrison,
had died and that Mercia
doesn’t want anything to
do with Jenny
1998 - Connie, Jenny’s
adoptive mum passes
away
2003 - Jenny returns to
the North East for a wed-
ding and finally tracks
Mercia down at an ad-
dress in Whitley Bay
2003 - Just two months
after they were first re-
united, Mercia passes
away
2005/2006 - Jenny

moves back to Kent
from Florida and be-
gins an online search
to find out more
about her sister

Helen
2006/2007 - Jenny
and Helen make con-
tact over emails and
immediately strike up
a bond. They meet for
the very first time
upon Helen’s return
from Texas
2010 - Helen and
Jenny take a DNA
test which reveals
they are in fact sis-
ters not half-sis-
ters, and they
both have the
same dad, Wil-
fred Harrison

Ti m e l i n e
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LOOKING TO
THE FUTURE

Helen Edwards,
who has

recently been
reunited with

long-lost sister
Jenny

WO R L D ’ S
B EST Jenny

when she
was Open
Champion

R EU N I T E D
Jenny’s

daughter Katie,
Mercia, Jenny's

real mum,
Jenny, Ben and

Josh

HOME
AND

H A P PY
Jenny and

Helen

A FAMILY AT
LAST Helen’s

husband
Dennis, Helen

and Jenny

Former pupils’ search
for school’s treasure
A TREASURE trove of artefacts
worth tens of thousands of
pounds are being sought by his-
tory enthusiasts for a new mu-
seum in Northumberland.

Past pupils of the Wellesley Naut-
ical School are on a mission to
round up scores of items donated
since its opening in 1864.

After the school’s closure in 1973,
many of the pieces that were once on
display at its base in Blyth have gone
missing and the Old Boys of Welles-
ley are wanting to gather them back
up.

Blyth builder Barry Elliott has
taken up the challenge from the Old
Boys Association, a group of former
pupils set up to carry on the Welles-
ley history, to help in the search.

And he is asking residents to turn
detective to sniff out pictures,
medals and crafted objects that once
took pride of place at the school.

Dad-of-two Barry, said: “There
were hundreds of artifacts on dis-
play when the school was open.
Later they were placed on an in-
ventory and kept. In the 1980s they
were brought out again but it was
obvious that over the years many of
the items had gone missing.

“The school was set up by phil-
anthropist James Hall and associ-
ates, and after studying the school’s
history I have discovered that there
were so many donations of ship
memorabilia and items of crafts-
manship.

Luckily, because they were put on
an inventory and pictured, we have
a log of what we are looking for.”

Barry, 45, who is also the chair-
man of Blyth’s All Weather Lifeboat,
is behind the new Maritime and
Mining Museum, based at the Blyth
United Reform Church in Waterloo
Road, which opened last year. He
also hopes to show the Wellesley

artifacts there. Barry added:
“Wellesley Old Boys’ Association
are very enthusiastic to bring back
this history that has been, hopefully
temporarily lost, to its rightful home
of Blyth.

“Although the artifacts would
total thousands of pounds, their sen-
timental value is priceless.

“I appeal to the town and beyond
to help locate the missing items -
whether you purchased, were given
or otherwise, we would like to know
where such history is now.

“The items will form Blyth’s mu-
seum and will ensure its history can
survive for ever.

“I am not looking to remove any
personal items from their present
owners I just need to know what is
still in existence. If you have an item
that came from The Wellesley
School you are more than welcome
to loan it to the new museum I am
creating for Blyth.”

Anyone who can help can call
Barry on 07710 715045 or email him
at barryelliott@tswellesley.com.
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M I SS I O N Barry Elliott

D I SCOV E RY
Helen with her
husband,
Dennis

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE!

Registered Company
29976

No pressure selling
- just friendly,

honest advice from
a family run

business

Insurance Backed Guarantee
available

CONSERVATORIES

Fitted
from

From

inc
VAT

inc
VAT

ddddddd£5400

£650

3m x 3m on dwarf wall

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Finance available
upon request

0191 489 10 10
Opening Times

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm
Sat 10am-2pm

BLACK ROAD, HEBBURN
(BESIDE THE CLOCK) NE31 1HY

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

www.monarch-ne.co.uk

ROOFLINEGARAGE DOORS
CONSERVATORIESDOORSWINDOWS

Victorian Conservatory

£399 inc
VAT

Fully
Fitted
from

DOORS

White uPVC Doors

Composite Doors

Rockdoor Specialists

Composite
Stable Doors

in our
showroom

www.rockdoor.com

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE!

Registered Company
29976

6 uPVC Windows

Fitted
from

inc
VAT

ed
m £1395£1395

WINDOWS

White uPVC Doors
Fully 
Fitted
from

inc
VAT£399£399

Opening Times
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Sat 10am-2pm


